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WEEK AT A 
GLANCE

PRINCIPAL'S PERSPECTIVE
BY KIRSCH J. WILBERG

HNJ Gator Community,

Catholic Schools Week was SO much fun! Students 

celebrated their families and their teachers. 

Teachers celebrated the students! We all celebrated 

our amazing Pastor, Father Mark. HNJ is a special 

place to learn, love, and grow!

I am very excited to announce that HNJ is embarking 

on a new adventure for our students this summer! 

We have designed a weekly theme-based summer 

camp to provide a safe and fun program for our students to attend. The form 

to register is here: HNJ Gator Camp Registration Form. We look forward to 

creating this summer experience and will work in collaboration with our Loyola 

partnership to provide an extraordinary program. Our website will be updated 

as each week is fully designed and planned: 

https://hnjschool.org/summer-at-hnj. HNJ summer camp is open to HNJ 

students only for this summer. We look forward to having our halls filled with 

laughter and fun this summer!

Two weeks ago, we were able to have Mass with 2nd grade parents to honor 

our students participating in Reconciliation for the first time. The Mass ran 

very smoothly and safely, and it was nice having parents attend and celebrate 

with us. Therefore, we have worked to create a schedule for the remainder of 

the year for our parents to attend Mass with their children in grade-level 

groups. The scheduled Mass days are listed by grade level further down in this 

newsletter. We hope to see you then!

God bless,

Kirsch J. Wilberg

To wonder... to achieve... to make a difference... together...

Middle School Exams, 2/8-10

Early Childhood Mardi Gras Parade, 

2/11

Half Day for Students, 2/11

Mardi Gras Holidays, 2/12-2/19

Read-a-Thon Begins, 2/15

7th Grade Fundraiser, 2/24

View Full School Calendar

Quick Links

School Mass Live Streaming Link

February Menu

GA TOR
GAZETTEHOLY NAME OF JESUS SCHOOL

School Mission
Holy Name of Jesus School is 

an inclusive community 

dedicated to teaching 

children confidence, 

compassion, and integrity 

while staying committed to 

academic excellence and the 

Catholic faith.
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COVID 
REMINDERS

- We have been very successful 

in keeping our campus safe. 

Please cont inue to be diligent.

- Parents must wear masks 

during drop off and pick up 

when communicat ing with 

school personnel.

- When you come to HNJ to 

retrieve your child or drop off 

items, please call the office 

when you arrive and we will 

assist  you.

- Students in grades K-7th must 

wear masks while attending 

certain enrichment classes 

due to certain indoor 

configurat ions. 

- While we do have disposable 

masks for students in K-2nd 

that we are using, you may 

want to purchase a smaller 

mask to fit  your child?s face 

better.

- All students MUST arrive 

with a reusable water bot t le 

each day.

Health Quest ions?

Nurse Abby Donnelly, RN, BSN

adonnelly@hnjschool.org

MASS SCHEDULE: PARENTS INVITED

7th grade: February 24 and May 19 (Candle Mass)

6th grade: March 10 and April 21

5th grade: March 24 and May 5

4th grade: March 31 and May 12

3rd grade: March 17 and April 14

2nd grade: April 7 (First Communion practice 

immediately after)

1st grade: March 3 and April 28

mailto:adonnelly@hnjschool.org
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HNJ MUSIC NOTES...
Lower school has been busy learning about New Orleans 

musicians. This week students play the 12 bar blues form on our 

classroom xylophones while studying the bass line and melody of 

Fats Domino's hit, "I Want To Walk You Home".

The 2021 NAfME St udent  Songwr it ers Com pet it ion is now  

open! 

If your middle school child would like to enter this year 's national 

songwriting contest, please email Mrs. Ptak at 

eptak@hnjschool.org for detailed instructions. Click here for rules 

and entry regulations or see the following page.

7TH GRADE TRIP FUNDRAISER 
SAVE THE DATE  - WEDNESDAY, FEB. 24

Blue Oak BBQ is hosting an "HNJ 

Night" on Wednesday, February 24. 

Blue Oak will donate a portion of the 

proceeds to the 7th Graders as they 

prepare for their class trip this 

spring. More details to come next 

week.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZCrMtAwxJGh_kXupQyTwgu9xQmXP1XAW/view?usp=sharing 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZCrMtAwxJGh_kXupQyTwgu9xQmXP1XAW/view?usp=sharing 




PTC TO SPONSOR READ-A-THON FEB. 15-26

It 's t im e for  t he Holy 
Nam e of  Jesus 
Read-a-t hon!
This year, we are excited to announce that 
our PTC will hold a Read-a-thon fundraiser.

Our Read-a-thon is a program that brings 
students together with family and friends to 
encourage reading and to build literacy 
skills. The main focus of the Read-a-thon is 
for everyone to know we are committed to improving reading skills. To that end, the 
Read-a-thon promises to be a fun, exciting journey for all participants as they begin a personal 
Reading Adventure that challenges each reader to complete 10 reading sessions over our 
2-week event.

Our Read-a-thon will start Monday, February 15, 2021. Approximately 1 week before we start 
our first reading session we will send home paperwork with your reader explaining how you 
will activate their personal Read-a-thon page. We understand that, as parents, you have high 
expectations for the quality of your child?s education but also have limited time. That?s why we 
chose to hold a Read-a-thon. You will find this to be the easiest fundraiser possible. By simply 
activating your reader?s personal page and using the promotional tools found there, friends 
and family anywhere in the world can show their support for your reader by making a donation 
to our Read-a-thon. Your involvement in the Read-a-thon will help your child develop a lasting 
love of reading. We hope each one of you will activate your child?s personal page the day your 
child brings home their paperwork.

You Can Regist er  Now. Go t o:
https://www.read-a-thon.com/readers/r/ jCTRYW

To sign up. You can do it all in a minute or two and really help us meet our financial needs.

How It  Works:
Activate your account at the link above.

Use the easy online tools to tell friends and family about our Read-A-Thon.

Track and log at-home reading sessions online.

That 's it!

https://www.read-a-thon.com/readers/r/jCTRYW


Call ing all Superheroes: Online Talent  Show!

If your student is planning to participate in the Gator Fest Online Talent Show, this is 
a reminder to submit your video (up to 3 minutes long) to Mrs. Ptak at 
ept ak@hnjschool.org. Video must be submitted by March 1, 2021.

Call ing all Sponsors!

Holy Name of Jesus School is hosting its 37th Annual Gator Fest from March 1-31, 
2021. Traditionally, the festival is held on a weekend in the fall, complete with food, 

drinks, games, rides and music. This year, we are reimagining the format of Gator Fest with our theme ?Gator 
Fest Salutes our Superheroes!? The event will take place throughout the entire month of March and will include 
many of the features our families and supporters have come to enjoy over the past 37 years, including delicious 
fair food, sweet sale, talent show, class basket auction and t-shirts!

We are seeking businesses and families to sponsor our program to help offset expenses and show support for 
Holy Name of Jesus School.

If you are interested in sponsoring, please click  here for more information. We truly appreciate your support!

Gat or  Fest  T-Shir t  Orders Due 2/12

This year 's reimagined Gator Fest will include a t-shirt with our 
Superhero design. Students who purchase a t-shirt will be able 
to wear them to school with jeans on Friday, March 5, March 12, 
March 19 and March 26.

Please follow this link to fill out the form if you would like to 
order a t-shirt. The cost will be charged to your FACTS account. 
The Deadline to order is Friday February 12 at noon. Thank you 
for your support!

Fam ily Meal Night s - Com ing Soon!

An exciting part of our Spring Gator Fest will be Family Meal 
Nights with several restaurant partners! Mark your calendar for 
each Wednesday in March when you don't have to cook 
dinner!! Details and ordering information coming soon!

GATOR FEST SPRING 2021
"WE SALUTE OUR SUPERHEROS"

mailto:eptak@hnjschool.org
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScqculXYuBWNQ2hvLarVV_huYOE606aSSPFpB8jBwP7ss-few/viewform?usp=sf_link


SUPPORT HNJ BY SHOPPING WITH AMAZON SMILE

When you shop at Amazon Smile, Amazon will 

donate to Holy Name of Jesus School. Click the 

link below to get started. 

HNJ Amazon Smile Link

If you have the Amazon app on your phone, 

please make sure to select our name under 

?Holy Name of Jesus Parish? and set it  to ?allow 

not ificat ions.? 

Shopping with Amazon Smile is quick and easy! 

Make sure to use "Smile" every t ime you shop 

Amazon.

READ THIS WEEK'S 

HNJ CHURCH BULLETIN AND 

JOIN US FOR MASS 

SPONSOR INFO

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/72-6000520
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/72-6000520
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https://www.parishesonline.com/find/holy-name-of-jesus-church-70118/bulletin/file/14-0282-20210207B.pdf


2020-2021 TENTATIVE SCHOOL CALENDAR



ANNUAL GIVING VIDEO A MESSAGE FROM OUR CHAIRS

LETTER FROM OUR CHAIRS

GIFT CATALOG

DONATE ONLINE

Thank you for your 
suppport!
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